
The Colours of
St Leonard’s Church

Early Years Foundation Stage



Learning Objectives

• Why people painted their 
churches.  

• The paintings in St Leonard’s 

Church.
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Why do people want to paint?
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Above: A cave painting from Lascaux, France. Creative Commons. Banksy, Girl and Heart Balloon. Southbank, London. Creative Commons.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Lascaux_04.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Banksy_Girl_and_Heart_Balloon_(2840632113).jpg


A Colourful History

St Leonard’s 
Church today

What colours can 
you see?
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Paintings in Medieval Churches
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Wall paintings in St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Pickering. Photo © Christine Matthews (cc-by-sa/2.0)
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https://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/1777
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


Who Created the Paintings?
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Shared Stories
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St Leonard’s painting of the Day of Judgement.
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Paintings in other Churches
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The Doom wall painting, St Thomas's Church, Salisbury..
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Doom_painting_in_St_Thomas_Church_Salisbury.JPG


The Story of a Painter

• Let’s listen to the story of a  
painter here in St Leonard’s.

© Team ER

(Brother Gregory – Painter)
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Hiding the Paintings
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How were the paints made long ago?
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Artists’ Old Paints
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Your turn!

• Can you make a picture that gives a message? 

• Can you make your own colour?
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Left: Ultramarine blue pigment. Middle: A pestle and mortar for grinding.  Right: Cadmium orange pigment. 
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ultramarinblau_Pigment.JPG
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Pestle_and_Mortar_(6500500755).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Cadmiumorange-_Pigment.JPG

