Joseph Flitton — Mormon Pioneer from Flamstead

Joseph Flitton and his wife Hannah Jane Anstee or Hanstead were both born in
Flamstead in 1825. However, unlike the subjects of Simon Goodwin’s wonderful
“Written in Stone” series, they were not buried in St Leonard’s churchyard, but 5,000
miles away in the then Utah Territory, USA.

How did they get there? Why was a poor
agricultural labourer vilified in the local
newspaper? Was he really hounded out of
Flamstead as one local historian claims?

This is their story (mostly his). It begins
when they were baptised in St Leonard’s: he
on 8™ May 1825 and she on October 21,

Joseph'’s parents were Jonas and Sarah. According to familysearch.org he was one
of 11 children.

The Flittons are a long established Flamstead family. According to Eric Edwards in
his definitive New History of Flamstead, the surname goes back locally over four
hundred years; there are 23 individuals in the book’s index. The name is
“habitational”; the family originally came from Flitton in Bedfordshire.

Unfortunately, the size of the extended family makes the researcher’s task much
harder as often several people born at about the same time share the same name.

However, Joseph was an early convert to the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day
Saints, (LDS) or Mormons. This makes the researcher’s task somewhat easier as they
hold vast repositories of genealogical data (albeit not always completely reliable).

On 25 Apr 1847, aged 22, Joseph married Hannah Jane by banns in St Leonard’s.
The register (see below) shows he was a labourer and that both were illiterate.
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By 1851, the census records he was an agricultural labourer and living in Flamstead
with his wife, a straw plaiter, and their first two children.



An ecclesiastical census was held the same year, on 30" March 1851, which
surveyed all the places of worship in the UK. It concluded there were 30,000 LDS
members in 222 “branches’, most of which were probably just rooms or rented
halls — although this was almost certainly an under-estimate.

There were ten branches in Hertfordshire, with seven in major towns including
Hertford, St Albans, and Watford. There are just three in villages, one of which is
Flamstead! Examples are shown in the table along with the time period for which
the LDS holds membership records (on microfilm).

LDS Branch Name Presiding Authority LDS records: Time Period
Flamstead Joseph Flitton, Priest 1846 to 1853
Hemel Hempstead John Burgess, Pres. Elder 1842 to 1855
Kensworth Samuel Impey 1846 to 1871
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The Flamstead branch must have been founded by 1846. The “presiding authority
(person who made the return) is one Joseph Flitton - described as a “priest”.

The Mormons were founded in the USA in 1830 by Joseph Smith. In 1837 the first
missionaries visited the UK and started to recruit converts. This of course was
resented by the established religions.
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This was supposedly on behalf of a church elder, Mr Wolcott - later denied by him.
Such a“misunderstanding” was not well received as can be seen in the cutting.

Between 1851 and the 1861, Joseph and Hannah produced a further seven
children, two of whom died young. The 1861 census reveals his occupation to be a
dyer, hers a bonnet sewer, and that they were living in Flamstead. However, during
the preceding decade, their children were born elsewhere: in Luton, Hitchin and
Royston. A plausible explanation is that he had been engaged in missionary work.

Joseph Smith was killed in 1844, and Brigham Young became the main LDS leader.
He led the great migration, starting in 1846, of “pioneers” westwards from Nauvoo,
lllinois to the Salt Lake Basin, Utah Territory, thinking no-one else would want to
live there. By 1868, he was pushing to bring “more souls to Zion” before the
transcontinental railroad could be completed in 1869, opening up the West to all.



In 1868, Joseph, aged 43, and all his family emigrated to Utah, paid for by the LDS

“Perpetual Emigration Fund"”. Records show they travelled in steerage on the John

Bright, departing Liverpool on June 4™ and arriving in New York, six weeks later on
July 14™. He was described as a“hatter”.

The ship carried 722 “saints”: passengers from Scandinavia and the British Isles.

A first-hand account from a fellow traveller describes the hardships and dangers
they faced. After a very rough voyage of six weeks, the railway took them to the
railhead at Laramie, Wyoming.

Then they travelled overland for four weeks
on the “Pioneer Trail” in groups of about 300
in c. 30 covered wagons. These wagon

trains formed into defensive circles at night: - {=>
as seen in countless Westerns. Pearson Scott Foresman - Wikimedia Commons

Joseph must have been more than a passenger, since in the 1870 US census, his
occupation is given as “teamster”: in those days a person who drove a team of draft
animals. This census and LDS records show Joseph and Hannah having one further
child in 1870, ten years after the last, and settling in Kaysville near Salt Lake City.

In the 1880 census, having been an w— R T
agricultural labourer, dyer, hatter, [ %

teamster, and priest, Joseph had
become a farmer. He died in 1884
and Hannah (Anna) in 1893.

Their distant relatives continueto !
live in or near Flamstead and, given
there were eight children, no
doubt their descendants in Utah.

findagrave.com/ Utah Tombstone Lady

It's not recorded if Joseph took any further wives as some Mormons did at the time,
but the census records show only one.

Was he hounded out of Flamstead? There are reports of intimidation and violence
directed towards converts at the time, but I'm yet to find any direct evidence.
Maybe someone reading this knows more.

The Flittons are not the only Flamstead connection to Mormon pioneer
immigration. Ann Peacock was born in Flamstead in 1811 and married Samuel
Impey, who was born 1814 in Eaton Bray. He is recorded in the 1851 religious
census (see above table) as presiding authority of the Kensworth LDS branch. They
emigrated to Utah in 1869.



