Written In Stone — Our Very Own “Sharpe” (Or “Mrs Sharpe” To Be More Precise)

This is the first in a short series of articles
that | hope to write over the coming
months telling the, hopefully, interesting
stories of some of those buried in the
Flamstead Churchyard and “God’s Acre”.
This first article comes with a health
warning as it may, unfortunately, cause
some consternation amongst feminists.

Fans of the “Sharpe” series of books,
written by Bernard Cornwall, about a
fictitious soldier (played by Sean Bean in
the 1990’s TV series) who rose through the
ranks during the Napoleonic Wars will,
hopefully, recognise the reference in the
title when | explain more.

Only a short distance outside the small door
that leads out from the altar rail in St
Leonard’s Church stands the weather worn
grave of Sarah Hinde (see photograph). The
stone bears the inscription ...

“Sarah widow of Lieut Colonel HINDE HM LXV Regt departed this life September V, MDCCCLX
aged LXXV”

And here is where feminists might be offended as Sarah is clearly seen as being the wife of
her husband rather than as an individual in her own right — this is especially true as her
husband is not buried in the same grave or even the same graveyard. So we are left with the
question of who was Sarah’s husband and how had he risen so high in the ranks of His
Majesty’s 65™ Regiment of Foot. Our answer comes from military records available both
online and from the National Archives.

William Hinde was born in Sheffield in 1768 and enlisted, at the age of just 15, as a Private in
the 2" Regiment of Foot. It seems that, a few years later, William and his unit were sent to
Gibraltar, arriving only a couple of years after the “Great Siege” of the island when 6,000
British troops and just 96 guns had successfully held out for three years against a combined
force of 40,000 French and Spanish soldiers and 246 guns. By 1793 William had left the 2"
Regiment and had taken up the rank of Sergeant with the 7t" Regiment of Foot and it was
with this unit that he sailed to Canada to serve under His Royal Highness the Duke Of Kent
(Edward Augustus, Duke of Kent and Strathern, who was later to become the father of
Queen Victoria). Then, two years later, in 1795, he left Canada and joined the 65™ Regiment
Of Foot as a Sergeant Major — not bad for a lad of just 27 years of age and suggesting he
must have been good at his job.



The 65™ were based in the East Indies and William served in that area of the world for the
next 17 years. But those years were exceptional for William as, in 1800 he was
commissioned as an officer, becoming an Ensign. By 1801 he was a Lieutenant, was made an
Adjutant and then a Captain by 1806. And these promotions, unusually for the time, were
not purchased (i.e. he was promoted on merit and didn’t purchase the ranks with cash).
However, in 1812, suffering from poor health linked to his years of overseas postings, he
was invalided back home to England from Bombay. However, he soon became a Recruiter
for the Regiment, based at the Regimental Barracks in Hull.

On the 10% October 1817, at St Giles Church in Camberwell, Surrey, William married Sarah
Bothamley, seventeen years his junior. This was his second wife and of his first wife sadly we
know nothing.

Despite poor health, the promotions continued and in 1819 William was awarded the rank
of Brevet Major.

We do know that William, then aged 58, and Sarah had a son, William Henry Fitzsimon
Hinde, born on the 14" January 1826.

The health of William senior remained compromised and a note in his records, from 1828,
states that he “remains unstable from infirmities brought on from 45 years continued
service, principally abroard”. He died in early 1838, aged 70, and was buried in St Margaret’s
Church, Rochester, Kent.

According to the Marriage Certificate for William H F Hinde, dated 13 June 1854, his father
William had, by the time of his death, achieved the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. So, why the
link to Flamstead and its churchyard ? The reason is that in 1858 the, by now, Reverend
William H F Hinde became Vicar of Flamstead. He served as Priest in the village until 1875
and was described by Eric Edwards in his book “A New History Of Flamstead” as being “a
kindly man who was instrumental in setting up many charitable funds to help the less well
off’ and “arguably the most influential and visionary priest that the village ever had”.

And we can only assume that in her twilight years Sarah took to living with her son and his
wife in Flamstead and it was in Flamstead that she died in 1860 and was buried, most likely
by her son, in a spot where she would be close by him each day as he prayed at the altar.

Maybe Reverend Hinde was able to do so much good in the village because of the can do
attitude that his father might have instilled in him, or, maybe it was having an invalid as a
father that taught him great kindness to others.

And the final coincidence between “Sharpe” played by Sean Bean and our own Lieutenant
Colonel Hinde — why they were both born in Sheffield !!

Simon Goodwin



