
Written In Stone – “A Mark Of Friendship And Esteem” 

 

A recent increase in time I have spent working from home has introduced me to daytime TV and the 
advertisements that seem to be constantly running on there. A common theme seem to be schemes  
to pay for funeral arrangements and, thinking about this, I wonder how many people would believe 
there was a time when employers might, out of their own pockets, pay for the funerals and 
headstones of their staff. 

This is the fourth article in a short series looking at the story behind individual headstones in the 
village churchyard. In the southern section of the churchyard, now largely illegible because of 
exposure to the elements, stands the grave of Henry Harvey (1816-1881) and two of his sons, Henry 
Harvey (1854-1855) and Harry Harvey (1859-1860). Engraved on their combined headstone is the 
inscription ….  

“Sacred to the memory of Henry Harvey died February 4th 1881 aged 64. This stone was placed here 
by Sir John Sebright Bart and his brothers as a mark of friendship and esteem for one who served 
their family faithfully for 43 years. Henry Harvey born January 28th 1854 died February 26th 1855. 
Harry Harvey born January 8th 1859 died May 12th 1860.” 

Records suggest that Henry Harvey senior was born in 1816 in Blickling, Norfolk, the son of a 
Labourer, William Harvey, and his wife Jane. Henry was baptised in Blickling on the 23rd June 1816. 

By 1841, now aged 25, Henry was living in Guildhall Street, Thetford, and it would appear as though 
he had recently begun working as a servant for Sir John Sauders Sebright at West Harling (9 miles to 
the east of Thetford) or, alternatively, he was known to that family. Sir John (the 7th Baronet of 
Besford and owner of Beechwood House, Markyate) had married Harriet Crofts, the sole daughter 
and heiress of Richard Crofts of West Harling, in 1793 and would have inherited local property 
through that marriage. 

Five years later, in April 1846, Sir John died, at the age of 79, and his only son Sir Thomas Gage 
Saunders Sebright succeeded him, becoming the 8th Baronet. Seemingly impressed either through 
direct experience of his work or by references received, Sir Thomas had elevated Henry to the 
position of Butler at Beechwood House by the time the 1851 census was taken. According to that 
census the four members of Sir Thomas’s family were being looked after by fourteen staff, including 
Henry. 

  



Henry had recently married Harriet Frost, on 17th March 1849, at Old Church, St Pancras, London. It 
would appear as though Harriet was born in Banningham, Suffolk – a village just three miles distant 
from Henry’s birthplace in Blickling. So, we might assume that Henry and Harriet were known to 
each other as youngsters and both took work in London so that they could be married. 

By 1861, aged 44, Henry was still serving as Butler for the Saunders Sebrights. By now he and Harriet 
had had eight children Francis (b.1851), Herbert (b.1852), Louisa (b. 1853), Henry (b.1854), Henrietta 
(b. 1857), William (b. 1858), Harry (b.1859) and Jane (b.1860) all of whom were born in either Luton 
or Flamstead. Whilst Henry served the family at Beechwood his own wife and children were living on 
the Estate in a property on Valley Lane. 

Sadly, as stated on the gravestone, both Henry (b.1854) and Harry (b.1859) died very young as small  
children. 

In 1864 Sir Thomas died at Beechwood, aged 62, and he was succeeded by his son Sir John Gage 
Saunders Sebright who became the 9th Baronet. 

Of course, it must be remembered that the Sauders Sebright family were significant landowners and 
owned a number of properties, this is evidenced on the 1871 census. On the 2nd April 1871 (the 
evening the census was taken) Henry, now aged 54, was living at 23 Chesham Place, Knightsbridge, 
London where the Saunders Sebrights were in residence. Henry’s wife and surviving children were 
now living at a property on Gill Hill, Flamstead. 

Henry Harvey died two months before the 1881 Census was taken, at Gill Hill, but it is interesting to 
note that, either out of need or a wish to help out the Harvey family, by April 1881 Henry’s widow, 
Harriet, had become employed by the Saunders Sebrights as Housekeeper at Beechwood House, 
along with her daughter Louisa who was assisting her. 

Henry had served three generations of the Sauders Sebright family and had spent his whole adult 
life, 43 years, in their employ. What greater tribute could he receive than to have his praises carved 
in stone for future generations to read and to demonstrate the respect within which he and his 
family were held. 
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