
Written In Stone – “Three Score Years And Ten And A Bit More” 

 In last month’s article I commented that, 
according to his headstone, two of the sons of 
Henry Harvey died young, in fact neither made 
it to the age of two. This month I wanted to 
look at the other end of the age spectrum and 
have managed to identify a centenarian buried 
in the Churchyard. 

In the south-west section of the churchyard, 
now largely illegible because of exposure to the 
elements, stands the grave of Elisha Arnold 
(1824 – 1884) and his wife Mary (1825 – 1927). 
Engraved on their combined headstone is the 
inscription …. 

“In Loving Memory of Elisha Arnold who died September 20th 1884 aged 59 years. Also of Mary 
Arnold widow of the above who died February 18th 1927 aged 102 years. “At Rest.”” 

According to records, Elisha Arnold was baptised in Flamstead on the 25th December 1824, the son 
of Thomas and Sarah Arnold of Trowley Bottom. Elisha was one of at least four sons of Thomas and 
Sarah and his father had a business as a straw and plait manufacturer, employing 36 men and 2 
boys. When he was old enough, Elisha didn’t join the family straw plaiting business but, instead, he 
ran a Grocer’s shop in the village. By 1861 Elisha’s business had expanded, perhaps to support his 
new young family, and he was now a Grocer and a Baker. 

He had married Mary Gutteridge, in Flamstead, on the 21st October 1852. Mary was one of five 
daughters of Richard and Martha Gutteridge – a Baptist family from Markyate Street. Over the next 
decade Elisha and Mary had four children (Mary Elizabeth (b. 1854), Herbert (b. 1856), Anne (b. 
1860) and Isabel (b. 1863)). 

Up to the time of Elisha’s death in 1884, Elisha, Mary and Isabel were still living in Trowley Bottom 
but Elisha, as well as his Grocery and Bakery business, had now also inherited the family straw plait 
business. Mary Elizabeth and Isabel, and possibly Anne, all now worked as Dressmakers. 

Considering, for a moment, each of Elisha and Mary’s four children … 

Mary Elizabeth had married Henry Cleaver, in Flamstead, on the 22nd January 1879. 

Herbert married Rose Margaret Davies, in Hammersmith, on the 6th September 1892. Rose had been 
born in Merthyr Tydfil, Wales, in 1863. 

Anne had married Samuel Haddock, in St Pancras, on the 5th April 1880. 

Isabel married Frederick John Dicker, in Flamstead, on the 18th August 1885. 

By 1891, now a widow aged 65, we find Mary Arnold living with her daughter Isabel, her daughter’s 
husband Frederick Dicker and their three children in Hanwell, near Brentford, West London. 
Frederick is employed as a Hosier and Haberdasher. Sadly, tragedy struck when Isabel died later that 
same year and was buried in Hanwell Cemetery.  



A decade on, by 1901, we find Mary Arnold, now aged 75, living with her son, Herbert, his wife Rose 
and their two children at 288 Pentonville Road, Barnsbury, Islington. Herbert is employed as a Hosier 
and Outfitter. Indeed, dressmaking, hosiery and haberdashery seem to be common methods of 
employment for much of the family. Mary appears to have still been living with Herbert and his 
family in 1911. 

Mary Arnold died, on the 18th February 1927, at the remarkable age of 102 years. To give an idea of 
the length of time Mary was alive, she lived during the reign of five Kings and Queens (George IV,  
William IV, Victoria, Edward VII and George V) and thirty six Prime Ministers (starting with the 2nd 
Earl of Liverpool, a strong advocate for the abolition of slavery, and ending with Stanley Baldwin, 
who headed the government during the General Strike of 1926). 

What was perhaps even more important for Mary was that she was around at a time when 
improvements in medicine meant a significant increase in average life expectancy. In 1825 the 
average life expectancy for a woman born in that year was 40 to 45 years, by 1925 it had increased 
to between 60 and 65. This improvement had resulted from the roll out of child immunisation, 
against common illnesses, and improvements in the treatment of heart disease in the adult 
population. Clearly, Mary exceeded both these values, by some margin,  but she and her family 
would have all benefited from the improvements.  

Given that the Churchyard was closed (i.e. no new burials were allowed) once land was acquired, in 
1903, for the creation of “God’s Acre” – it is likely that Mary was one of the last, if not the very last, 
burial allowed in the Churchyard. It is unclear if Mary outlived all her four children, she certainly 
outlived Isabel who died, as stated above, in 1891. She also outlived her daughter Anne as she was 
buried in the next door plot in the Churchyard in 1921 (see headstone cross on photograph) along 
with her husband Samuel Haddock (“late of St Agnell’s, Redbourn, Herts”) and their daughter Annie 
Isabell who died in 1885 aged just one year. I’m afraid we have no further information to hand on 
the fates of Mary Elizabeth and Herbert. 

 

Simon Goodwin  


