
Written In Stone – “To The Manor Born” 

In the eastern end of the Churchyard stands a Chest Tomb bearing the inscription …. 

“Here lies the body of Fanny the youngest daughter of the late Daniel Rosier Esq of Marlowes Hemel 
Hempstead born on 1st June 1828 died April 21st 1907. In memory of Daniel Rosier Esq who departed 
this life August 2nd 1839 aged 51 years. Also Thomas Rosier son of the above who died April 26th 1828 
aged 11 years. Also of Ann Fryer wife of Samuel Fryer Esq of Hemingford Abbots, Hunts., and 
daughter of the above Daniel Rosier Esq who died March 5 1859 aged 40 years. Also of Fanny wife of 
the above Daniel Rosier Esq born November 1791 died August 29th 1876 Lady of the Manors of 
Flamstead and Saint Agnells.” 

It would be easy to quickly amass enough information on the history of the Manors of 
Flamstead and Saint Agnells to fill a book  - I am limited to just two sides of A5 paper – so I 
won’t go in to too much detail about the Manors themselves. For those seeking more 
information I would recommend Eric Edward’s book “A New History Of Flamstead” 
published by the Flamstead Society in 1999. Eric has also, very kindly, given me permission 
to reproduce some of that detail in this article.  
 
Expanding our horizon to consider all manors across the country, it is important to remember 
that medieval manors almost never followed the same footprint as the village or the parish 
which shared their name and it is not unheard of for there to be several manors in a parish or 
several parishes in a manor. A manor might also be a single piece of land or several 
fragmented pieces not physically connected to each other. The manor was an administrative 
unit and the Lord or Lady of the Manor would have had three key types of right. These are 
the rights to …. 
 

(1) The Title of Lordship, or Ladyship, of the Manor 
 
There is nothing “physical” that actually attaches itself the specific title “Lord Of The 
Manor” it is simply the right to call yourself a Lord, or a Lady. It simply carries “snob value” 
and for that reason titles have been bought and sold simply for the kudos. 

 
(2) Rents From Tenants using the Land (paid either in monies or labour) 

 
This was a key source of income for the Lord and it helped set the value on the Lordship. 
However, since medieval times, many manors have sold off most of their land to raise funds 
and if land remained it tended to be in smaller areas such as verges, river banks or common 
land that has been forgotten about. 
 

(3) Other Rights 
 
The Lord or Lady of the Manor might have a number of other rights given them which might 
include the authority to hold markets and fairs or charge for rabbit warrens, fisheries, 
commons, mineral rights, parks, woodlands or mills. 
 
Looking more specifically at the Manors of St Agnell’s and Flamstead and the story told by 
the headstone. On the 15th May 1827 Thomas Pearce, the then Lord of the Manors of 
Flamstead, St Agnell’s and Stanwick, died at St Agnell’s, at the age of 80. In his will he left 
everything to Fanny Rosier except for all the manors and property that went with them which 
were to be held in trust for her children Thomas, Ann and Eliza Rosier. What is unclear is 



how Fanny was related to Thomas Pearce. In his book Eric cites other records that suggest 
that Fanny was the illegitimate niece, or daughter, of Thomas Pearce. Whatever her 
provenance, Fanny became Lady of the Manors of Flamstead and St Agnell’s.  
 
On the death of Fanny, on the 28th August 1876, the titles went to Eliza Rosier (Thomas and 
Ann having predeceased their mother). As a result of legal action between the widower 
Samuel Fryer and Eliza’s husband, Edwin Fryer, the Lordships of the manors and 1,242 acres 
of land in Flamstead and Redbourn were sold in 1880. The Lordship of the Manor of 
Flamstead was bought by Sir John Saunders Sebright for £5,850 (approximately £700,000 in 
today’s money) and the Lordship of the Manor of St Agnell’s was sold for £7,450 to Edwin 
Fryer. Edwin only lived one more year, dying in 1881, before Eliza regained the title of Lady 
of the Manor. The fact that these sales valuations are so high suggests that there were still 
considerable land and buildings attached to each title. 
 
As an aside, Eric also mentions that it was about the same time that the Fryers were Lords of 
the Manor that the name of the stretch of land on Watery Lane, now called Friars Wash, 
changed from being called Fly’s Wash. Could there be a link between these two events ….  
 

Simon Goodwin  

Daniel ROSIER = Fanny PEARCE
b. 1788, London b. 1791, Cambridge
d. 2.8.1839 d. 28.8.1876, Hemel Hempstead

Thomas ROSIER Ann ROSIER = Samuel FRYER Eliza ROSIER = Edwin FRYER Fanny ROSIER Richard ROSIER
b. 1817, London b. 1818, London b. 1825, Chatteris b. 1823, London b. 1826, Chatteris b. 1.6.1828, Redbourn b. 1830, Redbourn
d. 26.4.1828 d. 5.3.1859 d. 21.4.1907 d. 1902, Nova Scotia, Canada


