
Written In Stone – “Humbershoe, Where’s That ?” 

 

At the western end of the churchyard, just to the south of the Bell Tower, stands a Headstone 
bearing the inscription …. 

“William Clark Perkins 30th August 1866 aged 43 years. Henry his son December 8th 1856 aged 3 
years. William his son December 24th 1862 aged 5 weeks. Also of Elizabeth Perkins wife of the above 
died April 21st 1895 aged 73 years.” 

William Clark Perkins was born in Aynho, Northants, in 1823, the son of Henry and Mary Perkins. He 
married Elizabeth Bassil, daughter of John and Elizabeth Bassil of Harpenden, on the 27th March 
1849 in St Mary’s Church, Islington, London. Together they went on to have three children, a 
daughter Elizabeth (born in 1850) and two sons, Henry (born 1853) and William (born 1862) – sadly 
both sons died young and share their parents grave. Sometime between 1851 and 1861 the family 
moved from the Main Street in Caddington to live in the settlement of Humbershoe, near Studham. 
William had given up his previous occupation as a Cabinet Makers Painter and was now earning his 
living as a Mealman (i.e. a dealer in meal for breadmaking) while Elizabeth, his wife, added to the 
household income by working as a Dress Maker. 

Given that William, Elizabeth, Henry and William junior are all buried in Flamstead Churchyard it 
seems almost certain that they all worshipped in Flamstead as Humbershoe had no church of its 
own.   

  



In 1873, now with only her Mother left alive, Elizabeth married a possible cousin, Thomas William 
Bassil, in St Mary’s Church, Haggerston, Hackney, London. Thomas was a Schoolmaster in the Royal 
Navy and the birthplaces of Thomas and Elizabeth’s second and third children demonstrate those 
Royal Naval links with the birth of Helen (in Markyate Street), Harry (in Portland, Dorset) and William 
(in Portsmouth, Hampshire). Elizabeth died on the 22nd November 1928 at 76 Sydney Road, Muswell 
Hill, Middlesex, aged 78. 

That ties up the question of who is, or isn’t, in the grave but, it leaves us with a new question, where 
or what was Humbershoe – certainly a modern search on Google Maps doesn’t reveal anything ? 

It turns out that, until 1866, Humbershoe was a hamlet in the Parish of Studham before, in that year, 
it became a separate civil parish in its own right. There was no physical settlement called 
Humbershoe, instead it was made up of an area of modern day Markyate , straddling the parishes of 
Studham, Flamstead, Caddington and Houghton Regis. According to the Imperial Gazetteer of 
England and Wales 1870, Humbershoe was a hamlet situated 4 miles south of Dunstable covering an 
area of 150 acres with a population of 418 living in some 90 houses. Then in 1897 Humbershoe was 
abolished - merging with parts of these four villages to become what we know today as Markyate. 
Coincidentally, this also had the effect of redrawing the county border and moving Humbershoe 
from Bedfordshire to Hertfordshire. 

 

 

Simon Goodwin  


