Written In Stone — “Alms For The Poor And Needy”

At the far west end of the churchyard, close to Trowley Hill Road, stands the grave of Mary
Weatherhead, bearing the simple inscription ....

“In memory of Mary Weatherhead who died October 25th 1861 aged 80 years”

The Weatherhead (also spelt Whetherhead or Wetherhead in Parish Records) family seem to have
had strong links with the parish of Flamstead for centuries. Indeed, an Agnes Wetherhead, the
daughter of John and Dorothy Wetherhead, was christened in Flamstead Church as far back as the
25" January 1576.

But concentrating on Mary, whose headstone we are considering, she was born Mary Taylor, in
Flamstead, in 1781. On the 18" July 1799 she appears to have married Joseph Whetherhead in
Kensworth. Together Mary and Joseph seem to have had at least nine children, and quite possibly
more, including Thomas (b.1803), Sarah (b.1804), Mary (b.1807), Lucy (b.1809), John (b.1812), Kitty
(b.1814), Josiah (b.1816), Dinah (b.1818) and Sophy (b.1823). But by the time of the 1841 Census all
of the children had left home and Joseph and Mary were left living in Trowley Bottom where Joseph
worked as a Farmer. Sadly, Joseph died in 1846 leaving his wife Mary living on her own in the village
and working as a Straw Plaiter to help bring in some money.

Rather surprisingly, whilst trying to follow the path trodden by Mary and Joseph’s children | have
located four of their daughters all sharing the same house at 17 Clumber Street in Nottingham in the
1851 Census. Sarah (aged 46), Mary (aged 44), Kitty (aged 37) and Sophy (aged 27) were all
unmarried and were living at that address along with their seventeen year old General Servant and
all were employed in Bonnet Manufacturing.



For individuals whose Mother married at the age of just eighteen they seemed to be taking their
time before deciding to “settle down” and what | really note about the Census entry is that none of
the four are listed as being “Head of the Household” - all of them describe themselves as being
sisters - suggesting an equality. And why Nottingham?

Looking back at Flamstead, by 1861, now aged 78, we find Mary living in one of the Sebright, or
New, Alms Houses — not to be confused with the four Saunders Alms Houses opposite the Three
Blackbirds. The Sebright AlIms Houses were built, in 1842, on the north side of Singlets Lane and
were eventually demolished in 1965 and comprised four houses each containing at least three
dwellings, a minimum total of twelve dwellings. Mary Mealey remembers going to visit her
Grandmother in one of the houses shortly before they were demolished and recalls that each was a
single room with a small scullery attached — the toilet was outside, round the back of the building
and down the garden. The site is now the location of a block of eight more modern flats. The
residents in the Sebright Alms Houses on the evening of 7" April 1861 were ...

Sarah Mead (widow aged 66) Sophia Clifton (unmarried aged 48)
Deborah Breaton (widow aged 76) Hannah Hoar (widow aged 78)
Mary Hawes (widow aged 70) Susan Allcock (widow aged 60)
Elizabeth Davis (widow aged 80) Hannah Blinker (widow aged 64)
Elizabeth Bandy (widow aged 67) Charlotte Welch (widow aged 71)

Mary Weatherhead (widow aged 78) Sarah and Michael Pedder (unmarried aged 68 and 35)

It is clear that the vast majority of those living there were widows aged in their 60’s and 70’s but it is
encouraging to also note that accommodation seems to have been offered to those with other
severely limiting medical conditions. Certainly Sophia Clifton is recorded on the Census as being deaf
and Michael Pedder, the son of Sarah Pedder, is maybe unfairly listed as being of “unsound mind”.

Eight of the residents are listed as being either current or former Straw Plaiters, two were
Laundresses, one (Sophia Clifton) was employed in needlework and another (Hannah Hoar) was a
retired Nurse.

Mary Weatherhead was to die only six months after the Census was taken, in October 1861, aged 80
(N.B there appears to be a slight discrepancy in age between that shown on the 1861 Census and the
headstone — but actual age was maybe a little less important to people then and you were whatever
age you thought you might be).

Simon Goodwin



