
Written In Stone – “Flamstead’s First Schoolmaster ?” 

 
At the eastern end of the churchyard stands the 
grave of Sarah Wright and three of her children,  
bearing the sad inscription …. 

“Sarah wife of James Wright who died 
December 5th 1875 aged 36 yrs. Also of Three of 
her children – Sarah who died April 25th 1864 
aged 3 days, William Edgar who died June 26th 
1870 aged 3 years and an infant who was born 
and died June 18th 1863 “Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord”” 

Sarah Wright was born Sarah Dunkley in 
Flamstead in 1839 and she married James 
Wright, three years her senior, on the 9th 
February 1861 in St. Leonards Church, 
Flamstead. The two of them were living, just 
two months later, in the School House, 
Flamstead along with James’ twelve year old 
brother Thomas Wright.  James and Thomas 
appear to have originated from the small village 
of Thrussington in Leicestershire. 

According to the census taken in that year, now 
aged 25, James is employed as a National 
School Master and it seems inconceivable that 
he wasn’t following that vocation at the newly 
opened Flamstead School. As the school was 
only opened in 1861 then that would probably 
make James Wright the first School Master in 
the village – but that is still to be confirmed. 

In the next five years records suggest that James and Sarah had four children, James who was born 
in 1862, an unnamed infant who was born and died on the same day in 1863, Sarah who was born 
and died only three days later in 1864 and Thomas who was born in 1866. 

Sometime around 1866 the family moved to take over the running of another National School, this 
time at 10 Mayfield Place, Kensington, Chelsea. We can only begin to imagine what a change it must 
have been for James and Sarah and their family to move from Pye Corner, Flamstead to Kensington. 

National Schools were educational centres founded in the 19th century, in England and Wales, by the 
National Society For Promoting Religious Education. They provided elementary education, in 
accordance with the teaching of the Church Of England, to the children of the poor. Together with 
the less numerous British schools of the British and Foreign School Society they provided the first 
near universal system of elementary education in England and Wales. 

Further children followed the move to London with the birth of William in 1867, Annie in 1869 and 
Edith in 1870. Sadly William died in 1870 aged just three years old. 



Perhaps being weakened physically or mentally by the loss of three of her seven children before she 
had reached the age of thirty one, or maybe during another childbirth, Sarah died on the 5th 
December 1875 aged just thirty six. 

James outlived his wife and continued to live in the Kensington area, in 1901 he was living in 
Kensington and was a Private School Tutor. Ten years later, in 1911, he was living at 53 Earls Court 
Road, still working as a Private Tutor, aged seventy five, with his son Thomas who was working as a 
Saddler and Anne Hoar, his cousin, who he employed as his Housekeeper. 

What is perhaps most remarkable is the fact that Sarah was not buried in Kensington but her body 
was interred in Flamstead. This is most likely because three of her children were already buried in 
the churchyard. 
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